Aetat. 63.'J              ' Vicious intromission'
_____________.„..._.,.________________
dine by ourselves at the British Coffee-house. Johnson, on whom I happened to call in the morning, said he would join us, which he did, and we spent a very agreeable day, though I recollect but little of what passed.
He said,'Walpole was a minister given by the King to the people: Pitt was a minister given by the people to the King,—as an adjunct.'
'The misfortune of Goldsmith in conversation is this: he goes on without knowing how he is to get off. His genius is great, but his knowledge is .small. As they say of a generous man, it is a pity he is not rich, we may say of Goldsmith, it is a pity he is not knowing. He would not keep his knowledge to himself/
Before leaving London this year, I consulted him upon a question purely of Scotch law. It was held of old, and continued for a long period, to be an established principle in that law, that whoever intermeddled with the effects of a person deceased, without the; interposition of legal authority to guard against embezzlement, should be subjected to pay all the debts of the deceased, as having been guilty of what was technically called vicious intromission. The Court of Session had gradually relaxed the strictness of this principle, where the inUTfm-nec' proved had been inconsiderable. In a case' which came before that Court the preceding winter, I had laboured to persuade the Judges to return to the ancient law. It was my own sincere opinion, that they ought to adhere to it; but 1 had exhausted all my powers of reasoning in vain. Johnson thought as I did; and in order to assist me in my application to the Court for a revision and alteration of the judgement, he dictated to me the following argument :••»•
'Thin, we are tolcl, is n law which has its force only from the long practice of the: ('owl: and may, therefore, be suspended or modi-ified as the Court .shall think proper.
'Concerning the power of the Court to make or to suspend a law, we have no intention to inquire. It is sufficient for our
1 Wilson against Smith and Armour.   BOSWKLL.twelve years' residence in a happier climate;' post, April 29,1780.
